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S PECIAL NOTICE 

The Annual Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
will be held MONDAY . OCTOBER 1, 1 984 (the first Monday 
because of the Thanksgiving Holiday), Reports will be . 
read and the Nominating Committee will present for 
approval the Slate of Directors for the 1984-85 year. 

Further nominations may be made from the floor providing 
consent of the nominee has been obtained. See page 31 
for details. 

•fe A A A vV A vV A A A A A A A A A A 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, 
conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are held 
monthly from September to May inclusive, and visitors are always welcome. 
Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month, and a complete listing 
for the entire season may be obtained from the membership director. 
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FROM THE EDITOR... 

Of Wild Ginger and Horned Larks 

One early spring day, I took a school group to an orienteering meet. 

While waiting for my students to find their way back through the woods, I 
decided to examine the new spring growth. It was then that I saw my first 
wild ginger (identifiable because I had seen its picture in the Canadian Wild- 
flower calendar). After that initial sighting, I was surprised at how many 
times I came across wild ginger on spring hikes. Some time later, I attended 
the club's annual owl prowl and had my first horned lark pointed out to me. 
(Please, no need to write numerous letters to the editor. I know a horned 
lark is not an owl, but I did see it on the owl prowl!) Soon I was seeing 
horned larks in several local areas. Both the wild ginger and the horned 
larks had been there before, but I had not been aware of them. One of the 
great joys of learning a new species is to be able to recognize it in old 
familiar haunts. Previously unnoticed, it now becomes an old friend. 

This brings me to the new features in the Wood Duck. Did you notice any 
in your September issue? Perhaps if I identify them for you now, you will 
readily recognize them in subsequent issues and begin to view them as old 
friends too. One feature is 20 (or 15, or 10, or 30...) years ago. At 
present we are using back issues of the Wood Duck for items. Perhaps some 
of you who have kept logs or nature diaries will find some interesting 
tidbits that could be shared with other members through this column. Another 
feature is Questions and Answers. It is explained more thoroughly under 
that title in this issue. A new item this month is "What's Where?"This will 
include checklists for various places across Canada, What we would like to do ‘ 
is establish a file of checklists and points of natural interests for different 
places for the use of members planning trips. To this intent, we hope that 
any well travelled souls who have collected checklists will send Rick Ludkin 
or me a copy (or the original list which we will copy and then return to you). 
The section in this issue features the Prairie Wildlife Center. Look for it. 

The last new item I would like to identify is Issues in the News. It will 
be a summary of an issue, event, or species in the news and references for 
further reading. 

I hope that you will enjoy these features and that, now introduced, you 
will recognize in your travels and your readings items that could be submitted 
to the Wood Duck for use in any one of these features. 

Margaret Mackenzie 

INPUT... 

We read, with much interest, the article by Rick Ludkin, about the Blue 
Jqy and the Vole. We had a similar observation in May, when many birds were 
nesting, and we knew the location of a Blue Jay's nest with young in a Pine 
Tree close by. 1 

While having our usual bird watching breakfast we saw "through" the 
kitchen window, a Blue Jay chasing a Goldfinch. We thought nothing of it, 
but then realized, with horror, that this was no game of tag. The Blue Jay 
was out to kill. It nipped the Goldfinch in mid-air and a soft cloud of 
feathers drifted in the breeze. But he got away! We cheered. 

However, a few seconds later, they both appeared again,the Jay gaining 
fast, and this time he caught the luckless little Goldfinch,and with its 
wings still wildly fluttering, began to devour it. It slipped away from 
him and fell below the tree. The Jay flew away. 

We ran outside, thinking it might not be too late,but at that moment the 
Jay returned, and with incredible speed, swooped up the little yellow ball and 
flew out of sight into the ravine. We did not see him fly to the nearby nest 
to regurgitate for his young. Perhaps this was a female Blue Jay who decided 
it was time for a special treat after all the rigors of nestwork and bird 

sitting. Anne Reid 
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FIELD EVENTS FOR THIS MONTH 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1984 - 9:00 A.M. NATIVE TREES IN FRUIT & LEAF 

This is the first of a pair of outings to study our native trees first 
in fruit and later by bark and bud only (Nov, 24). This first one will 
be along the Niagara Peninsula. George may even show us a shumard oak. 
Meet at Bartlett Road just off of the Q.E.W,(interchange 68). Bring 
your lunch with you. 

Leader: George Meyers 945-4217 

SUN DAY, OCTOBER 14, 1984 - 8;00 A.M. SHORT HILLS PROVINCIAL PARK 

This is a new destination for our club, near our own Short Hills Sanctuary. 
Irene Sauer of the Niagara Falls Nature Club will show us around. Bring 
a lunch and meet under the "E" at Eastgate Square. 

Enquiries: Jeff Blezius 385-6170 


SATURDAY, OCTOBE R 27, 1984 - 8;30 A.M. SPOOKY WORKSHOP 

Show that you care. This workshop at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary is your 
chance to DO something about preserving and enjoying an important natural 
area. Bring pruning shears and the like for a day of light work. Meet 
at Mountain Plaza with your lunch. 

Leader: Ed Ellis 639-2091 

S ATURDA Y , NOVEMBER 3, 1 984 - 2;0 0 P.M^ LA ST CHANCE WILDFLOWERS 

This is your last chance to see many wildflowers until spring. Join 
Dean in the Dundas Valley to enjoy the season's last flowers. Meet 
next to the traffic lights in University Plaza. 

Leader; Dean Gugler 528-7169 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1984 FALL BIRD COUNT 


Many volunteers are needed for this annual event. Participate indivi¬ 
dually or in a group. 

Compiler: Bruce Duncan 765-3322 


KEEP THIS WEEKEND OPEN 

Since this year's canoe trip was so well enjoyed, we are doing it again 
in 1985. The destination however, will be a little more special: 

Killarney Provincial Park, Ontario. If you have never been there, it is 
worth the trip for the view alone; stark white, quarzite mountains and 
lakes of any shade of blue or green you can imagine. The basic agenda 
will be to paddle in on the Friday, to poke around identifying/examining 
what we can on Saturday, and to paddle out on the Sunday. DON'T LET 
EQUIPM ENT STOP YOU . All necessary equipment is rentable. The dates are 
purposely avoiding the long week-end: August 23 - 25, 1985. Since 
attendance is limited by the nature of the park, it is recommended that 
you register with Jeff as soon as you decide. 

Leaders; Dave Bradley (Botanist) 522-2936 

Jeff Blezius (canoeist) 385-6178 

V***************** 

BAILLIE BIRDAT HO N REPORT 

Bruce Duncan 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club once again did a fine job at Long Point 
on the Jim Baillie Birdathon, Kevin McLaughlin represented the Club on May 5 
and through good planning and some luck spotted 130 species on a day when 
there weren't too many birds around. That 130 species translated into almost 
$1,800., thanks to the generosity of over 120 members pledging a total of 
approximately $13.50 per species seen by Kevin. One-quarter of $1,800. (i.e. 
$450.) will be added to our Sanctuary Fund while the remaining $1,350. 
supports the Long Point Bird Observatory's banding and research programs as 
well as the Jim Baillie Fund for bird studies. 

Besides Kevin, other people helped in the Birdathon but in the background. 
Nancy Lyne, Paul omith. Bob Waldhuber and Margaret Mackenzie telephoned members 
to ask for their support. Thanks to all of them and to Denys Gardiner who 
helped find the birds on May 5. 



BOOK REVIEW.. . 


George Meyers 

A REVIEW OF "TRILLIUMS OF ONTARIO" BY JAMES S. PRINGLE 

The Trilliums of Ontario by James S. Pringle 1970, Rev. 1976,1984. 

Technical Bulletin #5 from the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

This expanded revision (27 page booklet) was produced as part of the 
R.B.G.'s celebrations to mark Ontario's Bicentennial, and opens with a 
is Lory of the white trillium as the floral emblem of Ontario. Next comes 
a description and discussion of the Genus Trillium, its characteristics and 
position in the lily family and world wide distribution. 

There follows a description of each species and its distribution and 
ia itat requirements in Ontario. Subsequently there is a chapter on variations 
an aberrations and a very detailed explanation of why they occur. The final 
chapters deal with the medicinal and culinary uses of trilliums and their 
cultivation. Extremely interesting and useful information is included in 
these sections. The final pages contain a very complete bibliography. 

I have only one complaint against this excellent pamphlet. There is 
only one specific range map, that for T.grandiforum. I would like to have 
seen a range map for each species, and - preferably positioned opposite the 
superb photographs. I was pleased that the author mentioned the T. luteum 
on page 7 which I showed him in Niagara Region. 

I have one personal question. My notes mention T. flexipes in Fish 
Point woods on Pelee Island, Exsex County in the early 1970's. Has the 
author visited this woodlot? 

Every naturalist should possess this excellent pamphlet and the other 
two on Solidago and Aster . I would be very interested to see more bulletins 
in a similar vein by this author for other large, interesting or complex 
genera in Ontario. 


********************* 

ISSUES IN THE NEWS... 

British Columbia's Wolf Control Programme 

Wolf control has always generated controversy, but last winter the issue 
came to the fore in British Columbia when the government went beyond its usual 
policy of controlling wolves only if they threatened livestock or human 
safety. An aerial gunning program was instigated to eliminate the wolf 
population in the Kechika Valley. Like any environmental issue,it is a 
complicated problem. Studies do not bear out the claims of wolf defenders 
that wolves kill only mice or sick and aged animals. Wolves also prey heavily 
on young animals and are capable of taking healthy animals which are caught 
unawares or are disadvantaged by snow conditions. On the other hand,previous 
wolf control programs have failed to demonstrate effectiveness in reducing the 
wolf population(there is a much higher pregnancy rate for females in areas 
subjected to wolf control programs) or in causing a significant increase in 
the game animals which the programs are designed to protect. A decision based 
on emotion is easy. To come to a decision based on the complicated facts 
surrounding this situation may prove more difficult. 1 

For further reference; 

Goddard, John "Crying Wolf" Ksrrowsmith, No.56. Vol. TX-? Amp /q Pn t 
1984, pp. 50-67. ‘ 1 * 


Hummell Monte, "Taking Aim at the Wolf" Nature Canada Vol.18 No 8 
July/Sept. 1984, p. 39. ' 



THE PRAIRIE WILDLIFE INTERPRETATI O N CENTRE 

Margaret Mackenzie 


Those of you who consider the prairies as the place you have to drive to 
to get to the mountains should consider a visit to the Prairie Wildlife 
Interpretation Centre, Located practically on the trans-Canada highway near 
Webb, Saskatchewan, the centre will make the prairies come alive. Although i 
covers a relatively small area (440 hectares), it contains a wide variety of 
terrain including marsh, prairie slough, native grassland, agricultural grass 
land, and coulees (channels eroded by run-off water). Each habitat boasts 
its own selection of wildlife. A partial list of species appears in What's 
Where? following this article. 

As well as a network of self guided trails which allow you to experience 
the prairie first hand, the Interpretation Centre has an excellent display 
area. The top floor contains general information about the prairie an well 
as’ providing a panoramic view of the area. The main floor contains several 
clever and interesting displays, many of which are the hands on type which 
children (both little and big) enjoy. Films are available for viewing and 
several free pamphlets are offered on such topics as bi-dwafc.chirig, insect 
identification, and hiking. 

Both times I have visited, the staff has been friendly, enthusiastic 
and helpful. They have gone to great effort to ensure that the visitor gets 
the most possible from their stay at the centre. You will be personally 
greeted at the entrance. ’Nat-packs' are available free of charge. These 
contain binoculars and field guides which have been carefully annotated to 
show where in the Interpretation Centre area certain species might be found. 
The standard printed trail guide contains a weekly insert to provide the late 
update on sightings. 

You will not find it difficult to pass four - or five hours there, but be 
forewarned. If you go in the heat of the summer you will need to take both a 
hat and water with you on the trail. The prairie offers no shelter. In July 
you may also have to put up with hungry deerflies, bu the rewards are worth 
these small inconveniences. You will find the prairie is a fascinating place 
to stop and observe; not just a vast distance through wich to drive. 

WHAT'S WHERE... 


The following is a checklist of flowering plants and mammals found 
the Prairie Wildlife Interpretation Centre; 


Alfalfa 

Aster, Hairy Golden 
Avens, Three-flowered 
Bean, Golden 
Beardtongue, Slender 
Bedstraw. Northern 
Buckwheat, Wild 
Cactus, Prickly Pear 


Cactus, Brittle Prickly Pear 
Cactus, Ball 
Ooneflower, Prairie 
Crocus, Prairie 
Everlasting, Prairie 
Gaillardia, Great-flowered 
Gentian, Oblong-leafed 
Goats-beard, Yellow 
Goldenrod, Graceful 
Goldenrod, Hairy 
Goldenrod, Low 
Gumweed 

Licorice, Wild 
Locoweed, Early Yellow 
Mallow, Scarlet 


FLOWERING PLANTS 

Milkweed, Showy 
Mint, Wild 
Nettle, Stinging 
Prairie-clover, Purple 
Phlox, Moss 
Psoralea, Silverleaf 
Quarters, Lamb's 
Rubberweed, Colorado 
Sagewort, Prairie 
Silverweed 
Skeletonxtfeed 
Sow-thistle, Perennial 
Sunflower, Prairie 
Sweet-clover, White 
Thistle, Canada 
Thistle, Flodman's 
Thistle, Russian 
Tumbleweed 

Vetch, Narrow-leaved Milk 
Violet, Nuttall's Yellow 
Water-hemlock 
Water-parsnip 
Yarrow 


at 
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Antelope, Pronghorn 
Badger 

Cottontail, Nuttall's 

Coyote 

Deer Mule 

Deer, White-tailed 
Fox, Red 

Gopher, Northern Pocket 
Ground Squirrel,Richardson's 
Ground Squirrel, Thirteen-li 


MAMMA LS 

Jackrabbit, White-tailed 
Mouse, Deer Long-tailed 
Mouse, Western Jumping 
Mouse, White-footed 
Muskrat 
Porcupine 
Shrew, Masked 
Skumk, Striped 
er) Weasel, Long-tailed 
Vole, Meadow 


******************** 


VIGNETTES 1983-1984 

(The following vignettes were submitted by Dorothy and Bob Westmore as "just 
a few of our remembered joys witnessed recently locally and down south") 

The great outdoors provides many opportunities to see animal behaviour 
in many forms, from the aggressive to the passive, mostly while engaged in 
that primitive pursuit - food gathering. 

Great Blue Heron ; sneaking up behind two surf fishermen snatching shrimp 
from their bait box, time after time. 

Ground Hog ; literally standing on hind legs begging for food at the foot of 
our apartment (lefrned from the numerous raccoons in the area?) 

Brown Pelican : back paddling against the incoming tide in shallow water 
scooping mullet one at a time - some 17 in about 12 minutes. Possibly flunked 
diving! 

Laughing Gull ; snatching a chicken wing from a garrulous lady who gestured 
too widely. 

Manatee; dismissed as "a rock in the water" because the head only was showing* 

Western Tanager : standing in Lake Erie at Pelee tip, sipping the water! A 
new spa perhaps. 

Alligator : 16,footer athwart footpath - challenging (sic) hikers, not accepted 

by us; have good photograph. 

Limpkin ; 'snailing' in front of the car while passengers ate their lunch too. 
Greater Black-backed Gull ; 

Lesser Black-backed Gull ; two adu lts fighting over a dead fish-guess who won! 

Brown-headed Nuthatch : flock twittering away but unseen - but heard thanks to 
hearing aids'] 

Sedge Wren ; recovered from Tabby cat in a Buffalo garden; same cat killed a 
Brown Thrasher next day. 

Bald Eagle ; bathing in a rain puddle - some puddle! 

American Bittern ; trying to eat a snake who entwined itself around bird's 
bill each time a swallow was attempted. A royal standoff, the outcome not 
seen because the Bittern stalked out of sight - but hanging on to breakfast. 

A A A A A A A AA A A A A AAA A A A A 


In an article in the September edition of Canadian Living magazine, Eli 
Bay, director of Relaxation Response, a consulting firm which teaches stress 
management techniques, recommends, "Getting in touch with nature is one of 
the most effective ways to relax". 
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CHECK THOSE GULLS 

by Rick Ludkin 

Twelve and thirteen years ago, around this time of year, local birders 
would be just returning from Bob Curry's Lake Ontario Pelagic Extravaganza- 
in short, a birding trip around the western end of Lake Ontario on an old 
workboat. The purpose of these trips (which, by the way, were highly success¬ 
ful, both in locating birds and drawing together birders from a wide range 
area) was to look for migrating "ocean-going" birds. The usual route took 
the boat along the south shore of Lake Ontario to Grimsby, across the lake to 
Port Credit, and then back along the north shore, ending at the Wellington 
Street Docks. 

One of the most eagerly sought birds was the Parasitic Jaeger(Stercorarius 
parasiticus). The Parasitic Jaeger is a fairly common summer resident along 
the north coast of Ontario(.James et al.,1976) and its breeding range extends 
well up into the high Arctic, It tends to nest colonially; the nest is usually 
a small depression, unlined or sparsely lined, with grass, heather or moss, 

Both sexes share the incubation of the 2 eggs, which takes 24-28 days(Harrison), 
(1978). 

Perhaps one of the most interesting things about these birds is their 
method of obtaining food. Godfrey writes: "These dashing pirates commonly 
pursue gulls and terns, forcing them to disgorge their food. With a graceful 
swoop the jaegers snap up the disgorged fish or other items before it hits 
the water." Ogilvie, in his book. The Winter Birds , gives this description: 
"They are also the species most adept at chasing and actually killing other 
birds. This is often done by a group, but a single Arctic Skua(European name 
for the Parasitic Jaeger) can usually outfly a wader such as a Sanderling with 
ease. The normal method is to strike it with the wings and feet until it is 
forced to the ground where it can be pounced on and killed, but occasionally 
the skua (jaeger) will actually catch the bird in mid-air with its beak." 

These birds are rarely seen in spring in this area - there are no reports 
*- n Wood Duck for the past 12 years; Kevin McLaughlin says he has never 
seen one in the spring in the Hamilton area(although he saw one at Pt. fjelee). 

It is the fall that sees small numbers pass through on their southward migra¬ 
tion. Earliest reports come in late August and continue until mid-November, 
although the best time seems to be the last week of September and first two 
of October. 

I asked Kevin, who has good success finding them, about some points of 
field identification. He had these tips; 

- first, he cautioned that they are not usually close to the shore; 

"you seldom get a really good look at one and you'll only see it 
for a short time unless it's a long way out and you can follow it 
with a scope."; 

- the first thing you notice is the way they fly: "they don't flap 
as much (as gulls) to go as fast; they soar more, low over the 
water, but still go very quickly." 

- using an immature Ring-billed Gull as a standard, he points out 
that the Parasitic Jaeger is "generally smaller; the wings look 
narrower; the wing angle is more pronounced (but not as obvious at a 
distance as show, in the guides); generally darker-dark on top, paler 
underneath." 

- if you get a good look, white wing flashes usually stand out, even 
in immatures. 

Almost all jaegers seen in this area in the fall are immatures and, 
therefore, are without any obvious tail projections. Bob Curry stated; 

"The majority of jaegers seen on Lake Ontario are immatures, making it diffi¬ 
cult to distinguish Parasitics from Pomarines(which are quite rare,requiring 
documentation for the Ontario Bird Rrecords Committee(O.B.R.C.)), as size 

(continued on next page) 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILT ON NATURALISTS' CLUB HELD AT ROYAL BOTANICAL 
GARDENS CENTRE, BURLINGTON , ONTARIO ON MONDAY* , SEPTEMBER 10~,~19~84 

Over 100 members attended this first meeting of the season. Don Babb and 
Grant Vansickle were tonight's greeters with slides in the foyer provided 
by Tim Story. 

Norman Ralston opened the meeting by thanking last season's hike leaders 
and commenting on the large attendance at the hikes. He also thanked all 
participants at the Pot Luck Supper in June. He mantioned that the September 
Wood Duck was the first issue by the new editor Margaret Mackenzie and advised 
that she would appreciate any articles the members wish to contribute. 

Nancy Lyne then introduced tonight's speaker. Bob Johnson, who has been 
Curator of Amphibians and Reptiles at Metro Toronto Zoo for 11 years. Mr. 
Johnson began by congratulating the Field Events Director and the Program 
Director on their excellent activities and said he wished his Toronto Club was 
as active. He then showed us many slides of turtles, lizards, snakes, frogs 
and toads. Some of the species he dealt with were snapping turtles, musk 
turtles, painted turtles, rattlesnakes, black rat snakes and smooth green 
snakes. While showing us slides of frogs - spring peeper frog, wood frog 
and bullfrog, etc, - he also played a tape of their various songs and explained 
their habits. We were shown the tadpoles of frogs and toads and advised of 
their habitats. Many questions were asked by the members and Mr. Johnson was 
very helpful in answering their queries, one of which dealt with the treatment 
of rattlesnake bites. The presentation was very well received and Bruce 
MacKenzie thanked Mr, Johnson on behalf of the Club for a very informative talk. 

Norm Ralston then announced that Laurel North needed assistance to prepare the 
Wood Duck and requested all interested members to contact her directly. Norm 
also announced that the Club needs someone to look after the member's name 
tag table which was previously handled by Margaret Mackenzie. 

Norm Ralston reminded all members that the October 1st meeting was the annual 
meeting where the financial statement will be read and the new Board of 
Directors elected and urged all members to attend. 

The social hour followed and the cider provided by Shirley Klement was a lovely 
treat. 

********************* 

Check Those Gulls (continuation) 

and proportion must be relied on in the absence of real plumage differences." 

If you would like to look for a jaeger, Kevin suggests you pick an "ideal 
Jaeger day", with strong onshore winds, ideally out of the northeast, during 
the first half of October, a date he describes as "almost foolproof". On 
calmer days your "chahces are a lot poorer." Pick a vantage point overlooking 
Lake Ontario - sightings have been made consistently at the Beach Canal pier, 

Van Wagner's Beach, and Fifty Point. Keep an eye on passing gulls as jaegers 
like to harass them - but remember to scan well offshore; as Kevin concluded; 
"I've never seen one perched " (on land). 

If you have further tips or suggestions regarding jaeger finding or 
identification, please send them to the Wood Duck and we'll convey them to 
our readership; or if you have any further questions, we'll try to find answers 
for you.) 

Literature Cited 

Curry, R. 1974. The 1974 Hamilton boat trip - Wood Duck Dec.1974; 65-66. 

Godfrey, W. Earl. 1966. The Birds of Canada . National Museums of Canada,Ottawa. 
Harrison, Colin. 1978 A field Guide to the Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of 
North American Birds . Collins, Toronto. 

James, R. D., P.L. McLaren and J.C. Barlow. 1976 Annotated Checklist of the 
Birds of Ontario . Life Sci.Misc.Pub.,Royal Ontario Museum^ 

Ogilvie, M.A. 1976. The Winter Birds . Praeger Publishers, New York 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS... 

In last month's issue, the question concerned the difference between 
white-footed and deer mice. George Meyers provided the answer. This month's 
question is,"Do you have any questions?" The answer will have to be pro¬ 
vided by the readers of the Wood Duck. If you have a specific nature 
question which has been puzzling you, send it in and we will try to find 
some one who can provide an answer. This is a chance for us to help each 
other become better, more informed naturalists. We will even accept anon¬ 
ymous submissions, so it is also your chance to pose that question you've 
always wanted to ask but were afraid to up until now! 

25 YEARS AGO... 

The October 1959 issue of the Wood Duck reports the finding of a 
Chinese mantis in the parking lot of the Greater Hamilton Shopping Centre. 
This was a first for the Hamilton area although this species, which measures 
more than three inches, was abundant at Point Pelee. 

Editors Note; I confess ignorance when it comes to most insects. I would 
be interested in knowing if the Chinese mantis became established in the 
area or whether this 1959 sighting remains a rarity. 

******************** 

BIRD FEEDING SURVEY... 

Long Point Bird Observatory is looking for volunteers to record numbers 
and kinds of birds coming to the observer's bird feeder. It will require 
about an hour of time every two weeks from November to March. The infor¬ 
mation will be used to monitor population size and movements of various 
species from year to year. Information collected from over 500 feeders 
across Ontario last year shows black-capped chickadees visited 93% of all 
feeders and that the house finch has continued to increase in numbers to 
the point where it is in the top fifteen in the south. 

For information on how to take part in the feeder survey, write to 

Ontario Bird Feeder Survey 
c/o Long Point Bird Observatory 
P.0. Box 160 

Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 
or call Joan Harlow (519) 426-0743 


^********************************************foY*******************^ 

% MONTHLY MEETING * 


* 

* 

* 

* 


Time; 
Place; 

Program: 


Monday October 1 , 1904 at 0;00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
600 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 


Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. 

In addition "Royal Society for Protection 

of Birds", an address by Dr. David Stubbing. * 

* 
4\ 

******************************************************************* 
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NOTICE FROM ENVIRONMENT CANADA... 

NEW HUNTING RESTRICTIONS ANNOUNCED FOR BLACK DUCKS 

New regulations to reduce hunting pressure on Black Duck populations 
in eastern Canada will take effect in the 1904 hunting season. 

Black Duck populations have been declining throughout their ranges 
since 1955. Although the rate of decline varies from a high of 80 percent 
since 1951 in Southwestern Ontario to very little change in the Maritime 
provinces, the overall trend is consistent. 

Factors leading to the steady decline include habitat deterioration, 
Hybridization and competition with the Mallard Duck, and hunting pressures. 

As part of a coordinated federal-provincial plan to pinpoint the causes 
° e Black Duck decline, bag limits \tfill be reduced across the species 
range for a period of five years beginning in 1904. Reductions will be 
greatest in Ontario with smaller changes in the Maritimes. These changes 
will allow wildlife management agencies to assess the effects of harvest 
regulations on both the number of birds killed and on the overall health 
of the populations. 

A similar U.S. program was begun in 1903, Both countries will co¬ 
operate in carrying out improved monitoring and assessment of Black Duck 
nesting populations and productivity as well as studies to better under¬ 
stand the impact of hybridization with Mallards on the Black Duck 
population. 

The Canadian Wildlife Service and its provincial counterparts will 
undertake an awareness program to help migratory game bird hunters 
distinguish the Black Duck from look-alike species. 

* A * ** * * * * * * ** * ** * * * * * 

CANADIAN WATERS: THE STATE OF THE RESOURCE... 

Toronto, May 1905 

A symposium on this timely topic will be held May 26-29,1985 at the 
Royal York Hotel, Toronto. The Rawson Academy of Aquatic Science, a non¬ 
profit, Canadian organization made up of aquatic resource-oriented 
scientists, educators and managers from across Canada, is hosting this 
national review of aquatic resources, their quantity, quality and distri¬ 
bution in relation to present and projected demand. 

Twenty theme papers will be presented on diverse aquatic-related topics 
and contributed scientific papers will be presented at concurrent sessions 
at the symposium. Invited papers reviewing significant scientific, tech¬ 
nical and policy information will be edited and published by the Academy. 

Major session topics will include: the amount of Canadian water and 
its distribution; the' importance of grasslands, forests, permafrost,impound¬ 
ments and diversions in the hydraulic regime; living aquatic resources; 
and Northern Canadian waters: Implications for long-term development. 

Enquiries regarding registration should be directed to the Symposium 
Co-ordinator, The Rawson Academy of Aquatic Science, #200, 601 - 17 Ave S W 
Calgary, Alberta T2S 0B3 - (403) 228-0407. 

********************** 

Editorial thanks go to Edith Lawrence for typing the Wood Duck stencils, 

Ruth Summers for typing the Noteworthy Bird reports, Charlie Zimmerman 
foi running off the stencils, Laurel North for gathering volunteers to 
collate, Sheila Forbes for hosting both the collators and the collating 
machine, and Hazel Broker for typing and organizing the address labels. 
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TRIP REPORTS... 

September 5, 1984 Clear but cool weather greeted the five hikers who joined 
leader Marg Doekes for a jaunt along Bronte Creek. Sighted en rout.; 
were night hawks, fern leaved false foxglove, seeds/fruit of carrion 
flower, spreading dogbane,maple leaved viburnum, Solomon's seal, false 
Solomon's seal, and red baneberry. The highlights were reported to be 
the sighting of four nighthawks while there was still plenty of light 
by which to bbserve them, and a beautiful cloud formation at sunset. 

Augus t 29, 1984 A good turnout hiked along the Bruce Trail where Horning 
Road meets the escarpment with leaders Phyllis and Vivian Morrow, It 
was a nice evening for a stroll and there were many things to be seen. 

A partial list included; goldenrod (tall, Canada, zigzag and lance 
leaved), asters (New England and panicled)pineapple weed, Jerusalem 
artichoke, toadflax, mad dog skull cap, common burdock(white), mad 
dog weed (water plantain), wild parsnip, snakeroot, grape(riverbank) 
high bush cranberry, elecampane, intermediate dogbane, wooly bear 
caterpillars, hummingbird,goldfinch,flicker and rabbit. The high¬ 
lights were reported to be a beautiful view of Hamilton and Dundas 
from the escarpment and one plant which no one could identify from 
any of the field guides available. 

August 1 5, 190 4 Participants on this hike met leader Jeff Blezius at the 
Children s Garden and walked the South Shore Trails. Ilelleborine 
orchid, cone flowers, angelica, agrimony, burdock, virgin's-bower, 
black mustard, ground nut, enchanter's nightshade, purple loostrife, 
fringed loostrife, white avens, bull thistle, daisy fleabane and arrow¬ 
head were just some of the plants seen. No real highlights were 
reported except that it was a pleasant evening with both the leader 
and other participants contributing their knowledge to make it a 
very enjoyable and informative walk. 

An editoria l tip of the hat goes to the people who filled out the trip 

report forms . 


******************** 

F.O.N. CONFERENCE '85 

MAY 24, 25, 26, 
at McMaster University 

DO. PUT A CIRCLE AROUND THAT WEEKEND 

We, the members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club are hosting 
this annual conference. Peter Thoem and his committee have 
already been hard at work for several months. An excellent 
programme of lectures and field trips has been drawn up. In 
the next months many helpers will be needed to take care of 
the details. Do say "Yes” when you are called (or better 
still, how about volunteering your assistance) and let's 
make this the best conference to date. 

******************** 

**************** 

************ 

******** 

**** 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 
Number of species recorded to May 31, 1984 - 244 
* Indicates first record for the year 
F Indicates first record for the migration 
L Indicates last record for the migration 

MAY 1984 


Red-throated Loon 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Least Bittern 
Great Egret 

Snowy Egret Mi 

Mute Swan 

Snow Goose (blue phase) 
Brant 
O Idsquaw 
Surf Scoter 
Bufflehead 
Mississippi Kite 

Northern Goshawk 
Golden Ea gle 
Ruffed Grouse 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 

Common Moorhen 
Black-bellied Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 


Lesser Yellow legs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Whimbrel 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 


Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper 

Dunlin 

Short-billed Dowitcher 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Little Gull 


May 16 

8 

Lake off Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

May 7 

18 

Lake off Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

May 23* 

1 

Dundas Mersh 

Lamond 

May 2 

2 

Dundas Dump Pond 

Finlayson 

ay 11*, 13 

1 

Christie Cons .Area 

Anne fit Tom Reid 

May 24 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

May 22 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

May 4 

1 

Strathearn docks 

Robert Westmore 

May 26* 

2 

Lake at Oakes Rd. 

McLaughlin 

May 26L 

4 

Beach Canal 

McLaughlin 

May 13* 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

May 17L 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 21* 

Safari RdoW. Flamborough 

Ron 8i Sonfa Burton, 
Ingrid & Jim Marsh 

May 5L 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark 

May 5* 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark 

May 20 

1 

King Rd. Burlington 

Gardl ner 

May 4* 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

May 4* 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

May 6* 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

May 21 

5 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 25* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 26 

11 

Mount Hope 

Curry 

May 26 

22 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 26L 

1 

Lake at Oakes Rd. 

McLaughlin 

May 14L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 2l* 

13 

Shell Pier, Bronte 

Jennings,Ron Skovell 

May 13* 

3 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

May 26* 30:10 

VanWagners: Beach Can .McLaughlin 

May 21* 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

i May 26 150:80 

Toll Gates:Fifty Pt.Pnds 

McLaughlin 

May 23 

180 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 17 

7 

York 

R. Ludkin 

May 23* 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 

May 30 

5 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 23 

50 

Bronte 

Gcrdiner 

May 26 

50 

Fifty Point Ponds 

Me Laughlln 

(May 23* 

2 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 

May 27L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, McLaughlin 

May 26* 

2 

Fifty Point Ponds 

McLaughlin 

May 27 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings, McLaughlin 

May 6*adult 1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Marti n, Richards 
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Common Tern 

May 11 

45 Bronte 

Jennings 


May 27 

100 Shell Pier, Bronte 

McLaughlin 

Forster's Tern 

May 11 

4 Pundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

May 31* 

1 York 

Mm Ludkin 

Common Nighfhawk 

May 23* 

11 Shell Park,Bronte 

Jennings 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird May 12* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

May 30 on 

1 Carluke Area 

Wesfmore 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

May 3L 

2 Bronte 

Jennings 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

May 13* 

1 Bronte 

Alf Epp, Jennings,Richardi 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

May 10* 

1 Hendrie Valley 

lamond 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher May 22* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Alder Flycatcher 

May 19* 

1 Bronte 

Gardiner, Walker 


May 27 

15 

Gardi ner, S mi f h, Wa 1 ker 

Willow Flycatcher 

May 20* 

1 Bronte 

Gardiner,Smifh, Walker 

Eastern Kingbird 

May 1* 

1 Bronte 

Denys & Sharon Gardiner 

Blue Jay 

May 31 

12 Beach Canal 

Curry 

Tufted Titmouse 

May 30 on 

1 Car lake Area 

Wesfmore 

Winter Wren 

May 7L 

2 Bronte 

Jennings 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

A/lay 3 L 

4 Bronte 

Jennings 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

h\ ay 19L 

7 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Blue Gray Gnatcatcher 

May 19 

4 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Eastern Bluebird 

A/lay 2 

2 Dundas A4arsh 

Finlayson 

Veery 

May 1* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

May 2* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 


May SOL 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Swainson's Thrush 

May 11* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Hermit Thrush 

May 19L 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Wafer Pipit 

May 2* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 


May 23L 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

White-eyed Vireo 

May 5* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 


May 20L 

1 Bronte 

Skovell 

Solitary Vireo 

May 20L 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

May 26* 

1 4th Cone .W.FIamboro 

Clark 

Philadelphia Vireo 

May 19* 

2 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Red-eyed Vireo 

May 19* 

1 Bronte 

Doug Harding 


May 19 

1 Hwy.* above Dundas 

Reids 

Blue-winged Warbler 

May 16*,19 

1 woods SE of York 

R .Ludkin 


May20,27 

1 King Rd. Burl. 

Gardi ner. Smith, Walker 

Golden-winged Warbler 

May 19%23 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 


May 19 

7 York 

R.Ludkin 


May 27 

1 King Rd. Burl. 

Gardiner 

Brewster's Warbler 

May 19* 

1 woods SE of York 

R. Ludkin 

Tennessee Warbler 

May 10* 

2 Rock Gardens,RBG 

Lamond 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

May19L 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Nashville Warbler 

May24L 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Northern Parula 

A/lay 19* 

3 Bronte 

Dan Salisbury 
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Northern Parula 

May 22 L 

1 

Bronte 

Gardi ner, Jenni rigs 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

May 18* 

4 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Magnolia Warbler 

May 11* 

I 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Cape May Warbler 

May 25L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Black-throated Blue Warbler May 11* 

I 

Bronte 

Jennings 


May 11 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Yeilow-rumped Warbler 

May 301 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Black-throated Green Warb.May 21L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

May 2* 1 Bronte Harbour 

(photographed) 

Jennings 

Prairie Warbler 

May I 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 


May 16 

2 

York 

Ludkins 


May 21 

1 

Shell Pier, Bronte 

Richards 

Palm Warbler 

May 20L 

1 

Bronte 

Gardi ner, Jenni ngs, 
Richards 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

May 18* 

2 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 

Blackpoll Warbler 

May 23* 

2 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Richards 

Cerulean Warbler 

May 19* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

American Redstart 

May 18* 

4 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 


May 10 

1 

Dundas Aylarsh 

Lamond 

Prothonotary Warbler 

May 20* 

1 

Spencer Creek at Hwy 102 Rnlayson 

Northern Waterthrush 

May 22 L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Louisiana Waterthrush * 

May 3* 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

Lamond 


May 6 

2 

Bronte 

Jenni ngs, Martin, Richards 

Kentucky Warbler 

May 7-17 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

May 25* 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Connecticut Warbler 

May 24*-30 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Mourning Warbler 

May 12* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Hooded Warbler 

May 19* 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Richards 

Wilson's Warbler 

May 12* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Canada Warbler 

May 19* 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 
Richards, Salisbury 

Scarlet Tanager 

May 12* 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

May 6* 

3 

Bronte 

Jennings, Martin, Richards 

Indigo Bunting 

May 15* 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

Finlayson 

American Tree Sparrow 

May 13L 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

May 1* 

2 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 


May 15,16 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

May 19* 

1 

Hwy 102, Dundas 

Finlayson 


A4ay 27 

3 

Beverly Swamp 

Gardiner, Smith,Walker 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

May 221 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner 

White-crowned Sparrow 

May 7F 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 


May 19L 

10 

Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Dark-eyed Junco 

May 12L 

1 

Hamilton Beach 

Jennings, Richards 

Western Meadowlark 

■May 6-31 

1 

Carluke Area 

Westmore 


/May 23 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Jennings 

Rusty Blackbird 

May 171- 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Brewer's Blackbird 

May 2* 

1 

Skyline Dr .Dundas 

Clark 

Orchard Oriole 

May 18* 

1 

Berry Cons. Area 

Lamond 




Orchard Oriole 


(male) 

(female) 

Northern Oriole 

Purple Finch 

House Finch 

Whi to-winged Crossbi 11 

Pine Sislcin 

Evening Grosbeak 


May 10 1 

May 19,20,311 
May 22 1 

May 7* 1 

May 1 -31 3 

May 1-31 5 

May 19 1 

May 1-31 3 

May 20L 1 


92 Hosfein Dr .Ancasfer Curry 

York ludkins 

York Ludkins 

Hendri e Valley lamond 

Highland Park Dr ,Dund. J. laid man, M. Ludkins 

Highland Parl^Dundas laid man, Ludkins 

York Ludkins 

Highland PesrkDr.Dund. Laidman, ludkin 

92 Hostein Dr.Ancaster Curry 


Please send your bird records for August by the 10th of September to Mr. Mark Jennings 
-oQB-5340 Lakeshore Rd. Burlington, Ont. L7L-4Z2 or phone 632-2210 
(note change of address) 



-THE WOOD 


DUCK- 


POSTMASTER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
TO - P.O. Box 5182 

HAMILTON, Ontario. 
L8S 4L3 




*^********‘;rfr;c*************^Vv^Vv^VrA-i-A******* 


THE WOOD DUCK 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May inclusive 
and it is mailed free to members. 
Contributions for publication are most 
welcome and should be addressed to the 
Editor, Margaret Mackenzie, Box 694, ' 

Caledohia, Ontario, NOA 1A0. Deadline 
for receipt of material is the first o f 
the month preceeding p ublicat ion date. 
Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit lines would be 
appreciated. Send Noteworthy Bird Records 
to Mark Jennings, 906 - 5348 Lakeshore 

Road East, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2 . 




